THE SCARF
SYNOPSIS
An Elderly Woman feigns dementia when her new pastime is uncovered 
CHARACTERS


   MRS SCOTTISH


(An Elderly Woman)
 HER DAUGHTER 


(35/40ish)

FEMALE STORE DETECTIVE
(any age)
SETTING 
A sitting room, early afternoon
TIME

The present

When the scene opens Mrs Scottish is seated in an armchair, she must be wearing a distinctive scarf over her shoulders.

NOISES OFF
DETECTIVE :
Good afternoon Madam, I am a store detective and I have 




followed an elderly lady here from a store in town...may I speak to the 


lady please?

DAUGHTER:

You must mean my Mother...Yes, of course, this way please.

Daughter enters with Store Detective  S.R.

DAUGHTER:

This is my Mother

DETECTIVE:

I see (takes out notebook) Name?
MRS SCOTTISH:
Meryl Streep or Rene Zelwegger,! I can never decide which one  



sounds the funniest (she laughs) 

DAUGHTER:

Mum!

MRS SCOTTISH:
Englebert Humperdink, Phoebe Snow, Michael Buble!...that's a funny 


one...Cumberbatch, somebody Cumberbatch...

DAUGHTER:

No, YOUR name

MRS SCOTTISH:
Mum...it's Mum

DAUGHTER:

It's Amelia Scottish

DETECTIVE:

Is that your real name?

MRS SCOTTISH:
People are always asking me that, AND where I come from

DAUGHTER:

Mum, stop being silly

MRS SCOTTISH:
Sorry, I thought we were playing that funny name game that we play at 


the Community Centre on Wednesdays, we always enjoy that...we have 


to think of a name and it has to be a real funny one and we 
have.... 
DAUGHTER:

(Interrupting her) Stop it! we're not playing that game!, this lady is a 


police woman.
MRS SCOTTISH:
Are you?, you don't look like one, you're not wearing a uniform or a hat

DETECTIVE:

Nonetheless I am a detective...plain clothes

MRS SCOTTISH:
Yes, they are!

DAUGHTER:

Mum!, don't be so rude

MRS SCOTTISH::
Oops, manners...sorry, would you like a cup of tea?...no trouble to 



make you one.
DAUGHTER:

Mum, she's here on business

MRS SCOTTISH:
Oh dear, what sort of business?

DETECTIVE:

I am a Store Detective
MRS SCOTTISH:
Well, they're not hard to find, I shouldn't think they'd need  to have a 


job like that!

DAUGHTER:

Mum, she doesn't look for stores...she works for one and watches the 


customers

MRS SCOTTISH:
That's nice dear, why does she do that?

DETECTIVE:

Madam, I am here on a very serious matter

MRS SCOTTISH:
There was a show called that
DAUGHTER:

What do you mean, called what?

MRS SCOTTISH:
Madam...my name is madam, that's what they call me...Oh No, it was 


"Call me Madam"...Ethel Merman...Oh, that's another funny name, it 


should have been Mermaid with a name like Ethel eh?
DETECTIVE:

Can we get to the point please?

DAUGHTER:

Yes, of course...I'm sorry she's like this, it's her age you know

MRS SCOTTISH:
Witherspoon...Reece Witherspoon...that's a good one, I'll bet Janet 



hasn't thought of that one!

DETECTIVE:

Madam, it's about the scarf you're wearing

MRS SCOTTISH:
Do you like it?...I thought it was rather pretty too

DETECTIVE:

Yes, It's very attractive, but is it YOURS?

MRS SCOTTISH:
Must be...I'm wearing it!

DAUGHTER:

It's her new one

MRS SCOTTISH:
A lady gave it to me

DAUGHTER:

A lady...which lady was that dear?

DETECTIVE:

You were seen coming out of "Fleur Bijou" wearing this scarf

MRS SCOTTISH:
Was I ?...I don't usually go in there, it's a very expensive shop, but I did 


today because it was raining and I liked the funny name, I like funny 


names you know..."Fleur Bijou"...
DETECTIVE:

As I have observed Mrs Scottish...now tell me, did you pay for the 



scarf?
MRS SCOTTISH:
It's rude to pay for presents

DETECTIVE:

Not if you're buying them for yourself Madam

MRS SCOTTISH:
Oh, but I wasn't, this nice lady gave it to me

DAUGHTER:

Mother, I don't understand, tell me what happened

DETECTIVE:

Yes, please do madam

MRS SCOTTISH:
Well, I was looking at the scarves and this nice lady came over and said 


"Why don't you put it on, it goes so well with your skirt", so I did, and 


then she said "it is perfect... made for you..." so I said  "is it, thank you, 


that's very kind of you" and she said "my pleasure Madam"

DAUGHTER:

MUM, SHE WAS A SALES LADY !

MRS SCOTTISH:
Well she didn't ask me for any money

DETECTIVE:

Mrs Scottish, It is always assumed the items in a shop are for  Sale...for 


money or a credit card

MRS SCOTTISH:
There wasn't a notice saying that, and I haven't got one of those card 


things

DETECTIVE:

Is there a price ticket on the scarf?

MRS SCOTTISH:
I don't think so, the lady probably took it off, I always do when I give 


someone a present...it's really embarrassing if you don't and the people  


find it... there is only a little H, that must be for happy, 'cos it is a happy 


scarf isn't it?

DETECTIVE:
 
I remember now, "Fleur Bijou" don't use price tickets, they only use 


codes

DAUGHTER: (patiently) Mum, she didn't give it to you, she was expecting you to buy it

MRS SCOTTISH:
She didn't say that, I thought it was my present...some shops do give 


you things

DAUGHTER:

Only little promotional samples

MRS SCOTTISH:
Well, this could have been one of those, how do I know?

DETECTIVE:

Well Ma'am, the point is, you have a scarf which you haven't bought, 


we call that shop lifting!
MRS SCOTTISH:
Don't be silly, I couldn't do that! (laughing)
DAUGHTER:

That's just a term Mother, we know you couldn't do that...

DETECTIVE:

Mrs Scottish, I am obliged to charge you with theft and possession of 


stolen goods

MRS SCOTTISH
I don't understand what you mean...what does she mean?

DAUGHTER:

Oh surely not Officer...you can see how she is, this is all a total 



misunderstanding, my Mother wouldn't steal deliberately...what about 


if we just give it back?

DETECTIVE:

Sorry Madam, I can't do that, that's not usual

DAUGHTER:

Well, she's not usual either is she?, you can see that...this is all a sad 


misunderstanding...can't you take pity on her?
MRS SCOTTISH:(crying)   Are you taking my present away?

DETECTIVE:

Madam, it is not your present...it is stolen goods!

DAUGHTER:

Couldn't you just explain to the company what happened?

MRS SCOTTISH: (Mumbling away to herself)   Stolen?, it's not stolen...the nice lady gave it 


to me, it was made for me she said...it's my present

DETECTIVE:

Well I do have to admit suspects don't usually behave this way...I 



suppose I could contact the office and see what they want to do with 


her (takes out her mobile phone and moves away SL and dials the 



number)

MRS SCOTTISH:(clutching her scarf)   What's she going to do with my scarf?

DAUGHTER:

It's not yours Mum, we've just told you that
MRS SCOTTISH:
She gave it to me, it's my present

DETECTIVE:(on phone)   Dementia...yes I think so, definitely has...thinks it was given to her 


as a present...yes, very distressed...code H on the label...Oh yes, very 


genuine...yes Sir, I think that would be an excellent option in the 



circumstances...yes, of course I will tell her  that...thank you Sir, Yes, 


I'll fill in all the appropriate paper work when I get back to the 



office...good day Sir.
Mrs Scottish and her daughter have been watching from a distance, daughter is consoling the Mother and she is still clutching her scarf and crying...Daughter goes over to Detective when she is off the phone
DETECTIVE: (off phone now)  The Manager has made a huge and generous decision 



Madam, he has allowed your Mother to keep the scarf this time, as a 


present from him, but he asks that she does not go into his shop again 


in the future

DAUGHTER:

Oh, what a relief!...that is extremely generous and kind of him, please 


thank him for me
DETECTIVE:

I will, but I think you should make sure your Mother doesn't ever go 


shopping alone in future...this could have been a very nasty Court case 


for her you know; Mr Dewberry is a very understanding  man, his own


Mother suffers with Dementia, which probably explains why he was so 


lenient with your Mother
MRS SCOTTISH:
Dewberry?...now that's a funny name ...Dewberry
DAUGHTER:

Mother DON'T...stop NOW!...(to Detective) I will make sure she 



doesn't shop alone in future and also make sure she doesn't go into your 


shop again.

DETECTIVE:

Now Mrs Scottish, you can keep the scarf this time, but you must not 


go into our shop again, do you understand?

MRS SCOTTISH:
Oh I wouldn't Officer, it's too expensive!
DAUGHTER: (Hurriedly)  Let me see you out Officer and do thank Mr Dewberry, we really 


do appreciate his kindness

MRS SCOTTISH:
Dewberry?...is that his real name?...that's a funny name!

DAUGHTER:

Mother STOP right NOW! (she sees Detective out and returns inside)

MRS SCOTTISH:
(now perfectly normal) He He He a new scarf for me! (she twirls it 



around her head laughing as she does so)

DAUGHTER:

Mother, I've told you to stop doing this!, one of these days you won't be 


so lucky and will end up in Court!

MRS SCOTTISH:
Oh it's just a bit of fun, I love doing it and it makes me laugh...you 



don't know how boring it is being a nice little old lady all the time! I  


have to keep the old brain active or I really will get Dementia

DAUGHTER:

Well, this really has to be the last time...I'm not going to help you 



anymore Ok? and. how did you know Mrs Dewberry has Dementia you 


took a chance that he would be kind to you?
MRS SCOTTISH:
Janet told me, they're cousins, Mr Dewberry gives lots of money to 


Dementia collections, so I felt pretty safe

DAUGHTER:

No more Mum please, it's too stressful for me

MRS SCOTTISH:
Ok Grumble bum......Oh that's a funny name...grumble bum!
DAUGHTER:

MOTHER!

BLACKOUT

THE END
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